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INTRODUCTION  
 
A blog is a “web log” or online journal.  In the past few years, blogs have become  enormously 
popular among Internet users partly due to the number of companies that offer free, easy-to-use 
tools to create attractive personal websites.  Blogs have also attracted the attention of TEFL and 
TESL professionals who have found many different ways to use them as a learning resource. 
  
Blogs offer an unconventional and fun way for students to communicate in a personalized 
English-language environment. Students can customize their blogs’ design, make journal entries, 
and post photos. A student can interact with other students’ blogs using a self-created user name 
which can protect his or her identity.  Online anonymity can greatly reduce anxiety over making 
errors. Interactivity between student blogs can boost cohesion among learners. Once a class is 
comfortable using blogs, they can be used both for specific blog-based language learning 
activities as well as an efficient way of submitting homework, checking deadlines, and 
maintaining contact with a teacher. A teacher’s blog can be a portal of online EFL resources for 
students. It can also be an efficient way for teachers to conduct surveys and gather personal data 
from their students.  Blogs can also offer learners the opportunity to interact with an international 
circle of Internet users.  Aaron Patrick Campbell (2004) has used LiveJournal – a blog site that 
connects users with similar interests and hobbies – with Japanese students in a way that allowed 
them to “experience a degree of power and freedom not normally granted by their institutions of 
learning”. 
          
Although I found the idea of international blogging intriguing, I felt my own students lacked 
both the language and computer skills to take on such a bold communicative task.  My primary 
reason for creating student blogs was to address one of Asia University’s Freshman English main 
program goals which is to instill a positive attitude in learners toward the use of English.  In 
order to do this, I felt that they needed a non-threatening, enjoyable way to express themselves in 
English.  Based on informal student feedback, my students seemed to enjoy their blogging 
experience overall.  In  appendix 2, I have included several screenshots of my students’ blogs 
that show typical journal entries and comments from other students.  In these examples, students 
express themselves in a positive, relaxed manner suggesting a high degree of ease and enjoyment 
with blogging tasks. However, some of my students expressed frustration and anxiety over the 
initial stages of creating their blogs. Based on my experience with student blogs at Asia 
University, I wish to mention several issues teachers should consider to ensure learners have a 
positive experience creating and using the blogging tools offered by one of the most popular and 
easy-to-use blogging sites, Blogger.  I will also suggest some language-learning activities that 
can be done using  blogs as well as provide some online blog resources for teachers (appendix 1).  
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PRELIMINARY SET UP  
 
It is advisable that teachers begin preparations for blog-work in the classroom. Once in the 
computer lab, both the rigid seating configuration and the distraction of the Internet sometimes 
makes it difficult to communicate effectively with students.   
 
In order for students to create a blog they will need: 
• Basic computer literacy 
• a unique user name (used to log on to a blog)   
• a  password  (at least 6 characters – letters and/or numbers) 
• a display name (used to sign each posting – can be the same as the user name) 
• an email address recognized by Blogger (cell phone email systems may not work – it is 
better for students to create a Hotmail or Yahoo account for this purpose) 
• a blog title (can be changed at any time) 
• a blog address (used to locate the blog on the internet) 
 
As a teacher, you will need: 
• a record of students’ usernames in order to identify students’ blogs 
• a record of  students’ passwords and email addresses both as a way of monitoring 
students’ work as well as because students tend to forget these   
• a teacher’s blog  
 
To simplify matters, I asked each student to make his or her user name, display name and blog 
address be the same. To gather this information I simply passed around a notebook and had 
students fill in their particulars. In order to preserve students’ anonymity, I asked them to write 
their student ID numbers beside their user names and passwords. It can be difficult for students 
to think of a user name in English. Typically they choose simple words that have already been 
chosen by another user, such as “Strawberry” or “Hello Kitty”.  This problem can usually be 
remedied by adding numbers to the unavaible username, e.g. “Strawberry776”.  I also had 
students prepare a brief self-introductory paragraph which would serve as their first posting since 
a blog requires content in order to appear online.  I asked students to mention their hobbies and 
favourite things (movies and music).  I instructed them not to disclose their names or gender to 
further preserve their anonymity. 
 
SET UP IN THE COMPUTER ROOM  
 
Once these prepatory tasks are completed, students are ready to go to the computer room.  Asia 
University’s computer rooms are designed so that students may easily follow a teacher’s lead, 
either on the display monitor next to their computers, or on the overhead drop-down screen. With 
my students,  I modelled the creation of a blog from start to finish several times, allowing them 
time to complete the same steps on their own blogs. 
  
Despite my efforts to proceed gradually in unison toward the creation of our blogs, some 
students were inevitably stymied by small errors made along the way.  Anyone considering using 
blogs with their students will need to familiarize themselves with Blogger procedures first hand; 
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however, based on my experience I can perhaps offer a few precautions and warnings about this 
part of the set up process. 
 
• During the registration stage, students are asked to check a box to accept the terms of 
agreement.  My students tended to miss this step and required some explanation of its 
meaning. 
• Students are also asked to complete a word verification task (used to block automated 
spamming programs).  This step also caused considerable confusion for my students. It 
may help to demonstrate this step before entering the computer lab.   
• Blogs are vulnerable to spammers and other unwanted visitors. Students should be 
instructed to seek the teacher’s assistance if they receive a suspicious message.  
• Blogger is able to recognize a computer’s operating system and gives many of its 
instructions in the language of that system.  This means that many of the steps will be 
explained in Japanese if students are working on computers with a Japanese OS.  This 
may cause problems for teachers unfamiliar with kanji. However, if one is familiar with 
the procedures in English it is not difficult to navigate the same procedures in another 
language.  
• Despite any amount of effort made to record usernames, passwords and email addresses, 
it is likely that some students will “lose” their blog due to human error on behalf of 
student or teacher.  Such errors are usually made in the early in the life of a blog and so 
the best solution is often merely for students to create a new blog, rather than spend 
excessive amounts of time trying to retrieve the original registration information.  
 
ACTIVITY IDEAS 
 
Interactive Class Diary 
 
During summer vacation, I had students write 5 sentences a week about their life and visit the 
blogs of at least 3 other classmates in order to leave comments or questions.  To facilitate this 
exchange I gave each student a list of all their classmates’ usernames.  Although some students 
probably revealed their identity to friends, in many cases students communicated with each other 
without knowing whose blog they were visiting.   
 
Celebrity Profiles 
 
Students wrote about their favourite actor or athlete or musician. They then visited 5 other 
student blogs and commented on their classmates’ celebrity profiles.  
 
Photos 
 
It is possible to post photos on blogs made with Blogger with the aid of another free site: 
Flickr.com.  Photos may be uploaded to Flickr, and then easily sent to a blog created by Blogger. 
The initial set up at Flickr is simpler than that at Blogger. It took about 45 minutes in the 
computer lab to train students to use these two sites in conjunction with each other. Once 
students have a photo site on Flickr they can post either their own photos, or any image found on 
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the Internet.  Students were able to post photos to accompany their celebrity profiles. I also used 
photos as a stimulus for writing about foreign countries.    
 
Online Language Gaming 
 
The Internet offers many free sites featuring language games (primarily crosswords and 
variations of Scrabble and Boggle).  I had my students play some of these and post their scores 
on their blog. In some games, players receive points for the number of words they create. I had 
students post their word lists.  Shockwave.com offers free trial versions of numerous such 
games.   
 
Archive of Common Student Errors 
 
On my teacher’s blog, I have started keeping a list of “Mistakes Many Students Make”.  In the 
future I plan to have students reflect on common errors frequently addressed in the classroom 
and have them contribute their observations to this section of my blog.  
 
My Favourite English-language Website 
 
Students are instructed to post a link on their blogs to one English-language website that they 
consider useful or interesting. Students must visit 5 of their classmates’ blogs, follow the link, 
and then comment on the website.  Students who struggle with this task may be directed to 
Dave’s Esl Café (http://www.eslcafe.com/) which links several links for EFL students. 
Alternately, students can be directed to an MSN or Yahoo English-language homepage both of 
which offer a plethora of links and stories.  
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Appendix 1 
 
 
 
Blog resources for EFL teachers 
 
http://www.blogger.com/start is the start page for the blog site (Blogger) discussed in this article. 
 
http://blog-efl.blogspot.com/  offers “Observations and comments on the use of weblogs, 
emerging technologies & e-learning tools for English Language Teaching (EFL & ESL).” 
 
http://Englishblog.blogspot.com  is a list of annotated EFL links “for teachers and learners of 
English”  
 
http://MyEnglishPlace.blogspot.com is one of my “teacher’s blogs”.   
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Appendix 2 
(screen shots of student blogs) 
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